Of All the People in All the World
Stan’s Cafe
Tonnes of rice are not something you would usually expect to see in Salisbury Cathedral, but over the Bank Holiday weekend a team of performers set to work on delivering us facts and figures measured out in the form of grains of rice. 
Of All The People In All The World was one of the more unusual exhibitions of the Salisbury International Arts Festival. The largest pile by far was the one representing the population of the UK; 62 million grains of rice, I did wonder how many rice puddings could be made out of that! Some of the other displays were very thought-provoking; one of them being two piles of the same size next to each other; one representing the number of millionaires in the world, the other representing the number of refugees in the world. It really made me think about how unbalanced our world is. 
There were a lot of other very useful comparisons as well. They measured the general election results for our constituency in rice and it really did give a clear idea of how close the race was and how far behind some parties were from one another. My favourite fact that was measured was the number of people that could fit into a Smart car. Compared to its surrounding piles it looked like a very insignificant number but a closer look told me that 13 people had managed to fit! 
Unfortunately the rice won’t be made into rice pudding but will eventually be donated for animal consumption, a very worthy cause. Overall, the exhibition was fascinating and if you didn’t see it you missed out. Let’s hope it’s here next year! 
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