Nature Of Art In Wessex

Flying Bird Resource Pack

Mature of Ak In Wessex is an nnovative atks and nature project managed by
Salisbury International Arts Festival which ams ko increase

communkies’ access to naure through at,

Funding until 201 2 has been awaded by Matural England andthe Big Lottery
Fund ko work with & communkies in the Souch West and Souch East,

Mature of Ak In Wessex addresses a growing need in W essex for rurd and
utban communities ko have good access o naturd greenspace, The project
encourages people to think abouk using their bcal natural spaces n credive and
innovakive ways,

For more information about Mature OF At In Wessex cont act
www. sadisburyfestival co.uk  gjenya@salisburyfestival.co.uk 01722 331238
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FLYING BIRD RESOURCE PACK

Char lotte Moreton
A Nahure of Art in Wessex Project

Make and decorate a flying bird for your garden or home

We are fortunate to have many species of bird native o this country. Lots of these
lve h our woodlands, hedges and gardens.

This resource pack gquides v ou through making a fiy ng bird that can be cobured to
ook lke one of many thrush-sized birds, and can hang sugpended from above or

attach to a stck to go n aplant pot.,

Thos= with access to the right took can make

2 wiooden v ersion,

CONTENTS
Some of our garden birds

Try out s0me colourway s
Cut out and make a firing b id

Template for fiy ngbid
Make a wooden fly ing bird
More bird stuff

SCHOOL CURRICULUM
LINKS

Science, design technolbgy, art
Perfect for kinesthetic Barners
PEnty of fun for all ages!
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Here are a few of the many birds you may see around and about,
and some rarer ones.

What colours would you like to use for your flying bird model?
The template is for thrush-sized birds but feel free to borrow
colours from any bird or your imagination!

THRUSH FAMILY (Z21-27Cms
long, beak to tail)

You may s2e these h your garden
ar on waks nearby

B lackbird

Song thrush

Mikst ke thrush

Fietfare

Redwing

Ring ouz2| (you are unlicely to s=e
these nearby 1

OTHER. BIRDS OF ABOUT THE SAME SIZE
(and amazihg colbouring !

Starlng

Great spotted woodpecker

GoHenorioke
Bee-eater (no, none i my garden either! )

BIGGER

1y

Magp e

areen woodpecker or yaffe
Hoopoe:

SHMALLER

Chaffhch, Goldfinch, Bullfinch
aresnfiich

FRobh

SpaTrow

kihgfieher by the river)

A4 venile blackbird found
o the road, Take

chances lize this to study
the shape of its whgs.

JUsT AFEW THATI ARE ACOMPLETELY DIFFERENT S5IZE AND SHAPE,

Most searbirds, with a smooth outline and bng strappy wings.

Waders, with bng sp hdly legs and often a lbng besk too.

Bids of prey have hooked bed: and a Bssvieb ke neck, and kbng fngery wings.
Swans, geese and ducks have a very lbngneck for grazing underwater weeds,

Swallows and swift, with stk e shaped wings and bng forked tail.

Wagtaik and lngtailed tits have atiny body and bng tail, lke a musicalnote!




Some native bird colour schemes




Try out some of your colourw ay ideas here
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MAKING THE PAPER BIRD

Trace, photocopy or draw freshand the
bid design template onto card. You can
ako stick the paper shapes o card for
strength.

Mow's the time to adjust the design i vou
want your bird to be a d fferent shape.
You may need o adjust the positon of
the holes if the centre of grav by changes.

Coburyour bird! Fo llow the wonder-
ful mark ngs of one of our native

bids, or decorate i the most fanciful
Way YOLU Ca0 imag he!
Don't forget the reverse side.

Cut it out carefully, nc Liding the shots that
jon the tail to the body

|lse clear tape to fasten the underside of
the wihg to the body, positioned albng the
dotted lne. Taoe on top too if you think it
needs extra support.

Make holes n the five
pEces shown on the
template: 2 at the base

ofeach wihg and one
an the belly,

Thread strhg through the holkes,
tying a stop knot under each end.
Meke the wing bops the same
Eength - about 30cms each. The
base string can be shorter - try
20Cms.




PLANT POT BIRD

Attach to a stick and put n a plnt
pot. & kebab skewer or light
bamboo k& deal, ar even a stray
knittihg neede!

HAMNGING BIRD

K.not some string through the hokes
and bop over a twig i the garden,

Hang a ==a shell or other small we ght
from the bottom of the bird to heb
to flap = wings with a bounce rather
than flutter at the mercy of the wind.




WOODEN BIRD

The plwood version k& a little more tricky to
cut out, but worth & if you want somethihg
mare durab ke for the garden.

Marine ply is recommended for outdoors (Bmm
thick .

If you have the skilk and safety equipment,
cut out with a bandsaw ar jig saw, ar fnd a
friend with the right took to do it for v ou.
How about a school Resistant Materiak
wiotshop?

Drill holes where shown on the
templte. The ho ks ae h different

pbces to the card verson becauss
It iz heavier.

Pant it asvou like (aoryIE paints or
left: ov er woodwork colburs are
best) and add a coat of varnish.

Usze string, fishing line or ekectrcal wire
to tie the wings to the body. Pulltight
and tie with aresf knot. Add two more
strings, to susgpend the bird and to add
a we gQht underneath,

FEEF KMNOT




FLYING BIRD PAPER
TEMPLATE
Cut abng the dark lnes, hcluding
the sbots to fit body onto tail,
The dotted lne & for positioning
the wigs.




PLYWOOD FLYING
BIED TEMPLATE




MORE BIRD STURF

LOOK FOR BIEDS NESTS

Keep a bok out for birds nests h the wild,
but take care not to disturb them,

What might make a good nest site?

How about hav hg a go at creating vour
owh nest fram twigs, Baves, moss and
feathers?

Ifs quie tricky to make anest that's 2=
strong and neat a2 the real thing!

We cut hedges h late summer to avoid
dEturbing nesting bids. They may have
mare than one brood, =0 it's not just n
sprig.

ENCOURAGE BIRDS TO VISIT YOUR
GARDEN

Lats of our garden bids naturally lve h
wiodland and hedges, so pbnt trees and
shrubs for shelter, especially those that
provide food too,

Plants with tasty berries for the birds ({ots
of thesa are pokonous for us):

Holly, elder {not too clos= to your washing
line!), brambles, guider rose, hawthom,
mit letoe,

Consder putting up a nest box and

feed hg the b irds - vou can get ahuge
range ofbird feeders and food at bcal
shops, and vour unwanted toast may be
populer too.

TUNE IN
Take time to sit qu etly and listen. How
many different birds can you hear?




